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SUBJECT: VENEZUELAN REFUSAL TO AUTHORIZE CHARTER FLIGHTS 

1. AIR TRANSPORT DIVISION OF DIRECTORATE OF CIVIL AERO- 
NAUTICS HAS REFUSED AUTHORIZATION FOR PAN AMERICAN TO FLY 
THREE CHARTERS DURING THIS MONTH. ONE WAS ON ROUTE CARACAS- 
SANTO DOMINGO AND TWO CARACAS-SAN JUAN. NO REASON WAS GIVEN. 
REFUSALS ARRIVED A DAY BEFORE RESPECTIVE FLIGHTS WERE TO 
HAVE TAKEN PLACE. ONLY ON LAST INSTANCE (CARACAS-SAN JUAN) 

DID PAN AM REQUEST EMBASSY INTERVENTION. 

2. EMBOFF ATTEMPTED TO CALL CONTACT RESPONSIBLE OFFICIALS 
IN OFFICE OF DIRECTOR GENERAL OF CIVIL AVIATION. ALL WERE 
ABSENT FROM OFFICE AND NOT AVAILABLE. PAN AM THEREFORE 
CANCELLED THE FLIGHT SCHEDULED FOR JUNE 18. 

3. IN ORDER TO OBTAIN INFORMATION ON THE REASONS, EMBOFF 
CALLED VIASA, WHOSE GENERAL MANAGER INFORMED THAT THE CHARTER 
HAD NOT BEEN OFFERED TO VIASA AND THAT THEREFORE IN HIS 
OPINION, THIS MIGHT HAVE BEEN AN ATTEMPT TOWARDS PROTECTIONISM 
BY THE DIRECTOR OF AIR TRANSPORT. WHEN ASKED 

WHETHER VIASA WOULD HAVE HAD THE CAPACITY, GENERAL MANAGER 
REPLIED IN THE AFFIRMATIVE. EMBOFF TOLD GENERAL MANAGER 
THAT USG FEELS THAT THE SPIRIT OF FREE COMPETITION SHOULD 
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A TRUNKS SHOULD BE THE DECIDING FACTOR AND NOT GOV EFFORTS 
TO FORCE OUR AIRLINES TO REQUEST THEIR CUSTOMERS TO OFFER 
CHARTER LOADS FIRST TO THE NATIONAL FLAG CARRIER. VIASA'S 
GENERAL MANAGER AGREED BUT STATED THAT GOV AND VIASA ARE 
TWO DIFFERENT ENTITIES AND THAT HE PERSONALLY DOES NOT 
AGREE WITH A PROTECTIONIST POLICY, BUT THAT HE WOULD HAVE TO 
ACCEPT IT, IF THAT IS WHAT IT IS. VIASA MANAGER STATED HE REGRETS 
THE ABSENCE OF A FIRM POLICY OR OF A BILATERAL AGREEMENT 
REGARDING CHARTERS. 

4. EMBASSY THEN CALLED THE CHIEF OF THE TRANSPORT DIVISION 
OF THE FOREIGN MINISTRY TO INFORM HIM OF THE CASE AND TO 
IMPRESS UPON HIM THE SERIOUSNESS OF A SITUATION IN WHICH 
ONE GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL IS ABLE TO MAKE ARBITRARY DECISIONS 
AFFECTING NOT ONLY THE OPERATIONS OF A DESIGNATED CARRIER, 

BUT ALSO THE EXPORT EFFORTS OF A VENEZUELAN COMPANY. 

EMBASSY FURTHERMORE SUGGESTED THAT THE FOREIGN MINISTRY 
INITIATE TALKS WITH THE DIRECTOR OF AIR TRANSPORT IN ORDER 
TO ESTABLISH A POLICY OR A PROCEDURE WHICH FOREIGN AIRLINES 
CAN FOLLOW IN OBTAINING CHARTER CLEARANCES. MINISTRY 
OFFICIAL WAS FURTHER INFORMED OF U.S. VIEWPOINT 
REGARDING FREE COMPETITION. HE REPLIED THAT THIS WAS ALSO 
GOV "OFFICIAL" POLICY AND PROMISED TO DISCUSS WITH DIRECTOR 
GENERAL OF CIVIL AVIATION. 

SHLAUDEMAN 
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